
Shaving Double Coats
General list of double coats:

Akita
Alaskan Husky
Alaskan Malamute
American Eskimo
Chow Chow
Finnish Spitz
Icelandic Sheep Dog
Pomeranian
Shiba Inu
Siberian Husky
Samoyed

What is a “double-coated” dog?
Means they have two layers of fur. The first layer, or undercoat, are the fine, fluffy hairs that are short and 
crimp (closest to the skin). This is the fur that sheds. This layer is excellent at trapping air and insulating the 
dog. Essentially it keeps them warm in the winter, and cool in the summer.
The second layer, or topcoat, is made up of tougher guard hairs that don’t shed, and protect your pet from 
the sun’s harmful rays and bug bites. It actually insulates them from the heat. and even shed water. In summer, 
your dog should shed his soft undercoat, leaving just the guard hairs. Sometimes the undercoat has trouble 
shedding and can become impacted, in this case you can either brush your dog or take them to your groomer 
to get the undercoat brushed and blown out. The job of the guard hairs in warm weather is to protect your dog 
from sunburn and insulate him against the heat. Without the undercoat, air can circulate through the guard 
hairs, cooling the skin. The best way to keep a double-coated dog cool and comfortable is to regularly bathe 
and brush them.

I need my dog shaved to keep him cool in the summer.
Shaving can alter your dog’s coat for the rest of the their life. After shaving a double-coated dog, whatever 
fuzzy coat is left afterwards will prevent cool air from getting to the skin and because of the texture of the 
undercoat the suns rays are absorbed. This exposes your dog to the danger of overheating, sunburn and 
potentially even skin cancer. The guard hairs are what prevent your dog from getting sunburnt because they 
reflect the sun’s rays. When the fur starts growing back the undercoat will come in first. The guard hairs are 
slower growing and you’ll soon start to see them mixed in with the fluffy undercoat. At this stage you’ll probably 
also notice that the texture of the new double coat coming in doesn’t feel the same as it did before. It tends to 
be “sticky” and Velcro-like. The new sticky texture of his regrown coat means the undercoat will be more likely 
to mat, which can cause skin irritations like hot spots.The older the pooch is, the less likely it is that the topcoat 
of guard hairs will grow back. This leaves them with the undercoat which sometimes doesn’t grow back in areas, 
giving them a patchy, scruffy look. 

Bernese Mountain Dog
Pyrenean Mountain Dog
Newfoundland
Saint Bernard
Tibetan Mastiff
American Water Spaniel
Boykin Spaniel
Chesapeake Bay Retriever
Golden Retriever
Labrador Retriever

Australian Cattle Dog
Australian Shepherd
Rough, Smooth, and Bearded Collie
Rottweiler
Belgian Sheepdog
Pembroke Corgi
Cardigan Welsh Corgi
German Shepherd Dog
Old English sheepdog
Shetland Sheepdog



Can you shave my dog, they’re shedding so much!
Shaving to stop a dog from shedding is a myth. Shaved dogs still shed tiny hairs. Little spikes of hair 
laying around your house can be even harder to deal with than the regular length hair that is shed off. 
Regular brushing and bathing can help reduce shedding. If you notice your dog shedding more than 
normal, bring them into your groomer so the undercoat can get brushed or blow out.

Here at Petland Pet Salon and Spa, we care about each pet and their health is our primary concern. 
Because of this, we will not shave any double-coated dogs.


